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1. What’s new in version 3.0.0? 
The release of Get WSUS Content .NET brings the following changes: 
 
New 
- Conversion of the user interface to Windows Presentation Foundation (WPF) with a new user  
   interface concept 
- Uses WPF UI and offers modern controls and a search function for individual functions 
- Migration to .NET 10 
 
Changes 
- Support for Windows 10 and Windows 11 
- Support for Windows XP through to Windows 8.1 has been discontinued 
- WSUS features are no longer supported due to technical limitations 
- Remote network functions are no longer available 
- No distinction is made between desktop installation and portable use. A fixed installation is always    
  set up. 
- Breaking change: The Updates.csv file is completely recreated and manually entered files  
  must be re-entered. They will be overwritten during the update or, in the case of the old data 
- The Updates.csv file contains further information (KB number, date and title) 
- The download address for the Sysinternals suite is now stored in the registry 
- All updates found are downloaded automatically; there is no option to decide 
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2. Motivation 

2.1 What is Get WSUS Content .NET? 
Get WSUS Content .NET scans computers for updates for Microsoft products, downloads them and 
offers various functions for customised patch management.  
 
Get WSUS Content .NET utilises Microsoft Update Agent technology. 

2.2 What can Get WSUS Content .NET do? 
Get WSUS Content .NET scans the computer for updates for Microsoft products. The Microsoft Update 
servers on the internet can be used as the source, or, more specifically, the WSUS servers on the 
network. 
 
A wide range of patch management tasks can be carried out with Get WSUS Content .NET, e.g. hiding 
updates, integration into an installation image, creating a bootable external hard drive, or the targeted 
selection and installation of updates using the offline installer. Updates from third-party providers can 
also be installed. 

2.3 What Get WSUS Content .NET cannot do 
To download updates using Get WSUS Content .NET, the relevant product must be ‘accessible’. This 
means that the product must be installed on the local computer. 

2.4 The concept 
There are a wide variety of programmes designed to handle the installation of updates. Most program-
mes are updated and made available manually by the author on a monthly basis (e.g. update packages). 
Other approaches only take into account the updates contained in the ‘wsusscn2.cab’ file. These are 
exclusively security-related updates and do not provide a complete picture of all updates for a product. 
 
Get WSUS Content .NET is different. It uses the Windows Update Agent. This is the method used to 
search for and install updates via Windows Update. The Windows Update Agent does not just take into 
account some of the updates, but all those offered via Windows Update. These include updates for 
Visual Studio, SQL Server and many more.  
 
The biggest advantage of Get WSUS Content .NET is its vast range of features combined with ease of 
use: tasks are clearly organised in a tree structure. 

2.5 In a nutshell – the contents 
The structure of this manual corresponds to the structure of the menu in the programme. A glossary of 
the terms mentioned is also included.
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3. Setup 
Get WSUS Content .NET can either be set up from scratch or an existing version can be updated. 
 
Unzip the archive into a folder and run the “Setup.exe” file to set up a new installation – to update an 
existing version, run the “Update.exe” file.  
 
The directory C:\Program Files\GWC is created automatically and the contents are copied there. Short-
cuts are created in the Start menu and on the desktop. C:\Updates is set up as the update directory, 
which can be changed later. 
 
Once setup is complete, this will be displayed in the notifications and Get WSUS Content .NET is ready 
for use.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Completion of setup 
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Get WSUS Content .NET is ready for use 
 

3.1 Uninstalling a previous version 
 

 
 
 

 

Welcome screen during uninstallation 
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Transfer database 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Select update directory 
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4. Using Get WSUS Content .NET  

4.1 The basic problem 
A large number of updates have been released to date for various Microsoft products. Some of these 
are extremely important, as they protect against intruders from the internet. Windows Update offers the 
option to install these updates online. However, if the computer needs to be reinstalled, Windows Update 
is of no help, as the updates are not stored on the computer in a simple format so that they can be 
reused later. 

4.2 The solution 
This is exactly where Get WSUS Content .NET comes in. The computer is scanned and all updates 
required for the computer are identified. These are downloaded and stored in a personal update archive 
for reuse. An external hard drive can be created from this update archive, which then installs the up-
dates. Alternatively, the installation can also be carried out from the local hard drive. 

4.3 Getting started 
Get WSUS Content .NET is launched by double-clicking on it from the desktop or from the Start menu. 
The main dialogue box appears, divided into several sections.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

The main dialogue 
 
1. Tasks 
On the left-hand side, the tasks that can be performed with Get WSUS Content .NET are displayed in a 
tree structure.  
 
2. Search field 
The input field allows you to search for individual tasks. They can be launched directly from the field. 

 
3. Main section 
The individual screens for the respective tasks are displayed in the centre of the programme. The image 
above shows the search for updates. Different screens are displayed depending on the selected task. 

 3 

1 

 2 

 1 
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4.4 Tasks 

4.4.1.1 Update search 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Overview of tasks 

 

4.4.1.1.1 Exclude Updates 

 
 
 

 
 

Start screen  
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Scan results 
 

4.4.1.1.2 Download updates 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sources for downloading updates 
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Download in progress 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Note 
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Download in progress 

4.4.1.1.3 Show and hide updates 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Start screen 
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The selection dialogue 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Note 
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4.4.1.1.4 Update archive 

 
 

 

 
 

Overview of tasks 
 

4.4.1.1.5 Gathering additional data 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Capture 
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4.4.1.1.6 Organising the update directory 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Initial screen 
 

4.4.1.2 Create update package 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Task overview 
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4.4.1.2.1 All updates 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Initial screen 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Selecting updates 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                          Get WSUS Content .NET 

 

 
20 

 

4.4.1.2.2 Missing updates 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Initial screen 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

There is one missing update on the computer 
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4.4.1.2.3 Create installation sequence, steps 1 and 2 

 
 

 

 
 

Start screen 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The loaded and selected data 
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Set order 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Defined order and details for the sequence file 
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4.4.1.3 Integrating updates 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Tasks for integration 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Options for editing the image, part 1 
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Options for editing the image, Part 2 
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4.4.1.4 Information System 
 

The following tasks are available here: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Overview of tasks 

4.4.1.4.1 Updateinformation 
 
Detailed information on each individual update found can be accessed. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Information about an update 
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4.4.1.4.1 Report 
 
The "Report" function can be used to display an overview of the update status.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Initial screen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                          Get WSUS Content .NET 

 

 
27 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The result  

4.4.1.5 More tools 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Overview of tasks 
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4.4.1.5.1 Copy selected files 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Start screen 

4.4.1.5.2 Identify SHA1 values for selected files 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Comparing the SHA1 value of a file 
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4.4.1.5.3 Restart update service 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Initiate restart of the update service 
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4.4.2 Miscellaneous 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Overview of tasks 

 

4.4.2.1.1 View event log 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Output 
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4.4.2.1.2 Updates 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Start screen 

4.4.2.1.3 Temporary WSUS connection 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Establish a temporary connection to a WSUS server 
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4.4.2.1.4 Windows Update Settings 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Settings for Microsoft Update 
 

4.4.3 Information 
 

 
Sources of information 
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4.5 Settings 
 
The following tasks are available here: 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Overview Tasks 

4.5.1 General 
 

 
 
 

 

 

General Settings 
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4.5.2 Windows Update Agent 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Settings for the update source 
 

4.5.3 Mass storage device 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Create a bootable external hard drive 
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Note 
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4.6 Help 
 

 
 
Help 
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5. About 
 

 
 
About Get WSUS Content .NET 
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6. Installing updates without an internet connection 
This section explains how to set up the updates using the convenient offline installer.  
 
Start the installation from the desktop using the ‘Install updates now’ shortcut or the ‘Installer.exe’ file 
from the directory containing the updates to be installed. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Checking the phases 
 
Get WSUS Content .NET first checks which installation phase it is in. The following dialogue box then 
appears: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Welcome screen 
 
I want to create a restore point previously 
A restore point is created before installation, and you can revert to this state in the event of a problem. 
However, this no longer has any effect from Windows 11 onwards, as Microsoft has removed the restore 
function. 
 
Continue 
Proceeds to the next step. 
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Problems 
If a running installation causes problems, all subsequent scheduled installations will be skipped and the 
process will proceed to the end. This ensures that the current installation is completed properly. 
 
Finish 
Ends the installation without making any changes to the system. 
 
After clicking ‘Continue‘, a dialogue box appears listing how many updates are scheduled for installation 
in each phase and how many reboots are required. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Overview 
 
Continue 
Proceeds to the next step. 
 
Back 
Returns to the start screen. 
 
After clicking ‘Next’, you will be prompted to log in automatically. 
 

 
 

 
 

Automatic restart 
 
Enable 
Enables automatic login with the specified user, computer/domain and password. 
 
Disable 
Automatic login is disabled. 
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After clicking ‘Enable’, the installation begins. During this process, User Account Control and Windows 
Update are disabled for the duration of the installation. At the end, both functions are re-enabled. 
 
At the end of the installation, Get WSUS Content .NET displays a message indicating that the installation 
has been completed.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Overview 
 
I want to see the installation protocol 
The individual log entries are listed, along with further information that may be helpful when analysing 
problems.  
 
Activate User Account Control (restart is needed) 
As User Account Control is disabled when the installation starts, it can be re-enabled here (default set-
ting). However, a restart is required for activation. 
 
After clicking ‘Finish’, the log is displayed depending on the selected settings, and the computer restarts 
once the log is closed. 
 
The installation is now complete and you can use your computer as usual. 
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7.  Glossary  
 

Term Explanation 

Windows Update Agent Microsoft technology used to search exclusively for updates for 
Windows systems 

Microsoft Update Microsoft technology that searches for updates not only for Windows 
systems but also for other products, such as Microsoft Office. 

WSUS Windows Server Update Services. Microsoft technology that distribu-
tes updates across a network. Requires Windows Server 2003 or la-
ter. 

WIM Windows Imaging File. A hard disk image used during setup from 
Windows Vista onwards. 

ESD Electronic Software Delivery. A more highly compressed hard disk 
image than WIM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


